25 YEAR
RE-REVIEW,

Approved For Release 2008/06/20 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000200050035-2

A~

NSC BRIEFING 25 March 1954

II&

THE EAREN INSURGENCY IN BURMA

Anpouncement early this week of 2 new Karen state in

Burma underlines fact that succeasful withdrawal over

5,000 Chinese Nationalists does not erd big security

problem in that country.

A,

They
A.

B.

Many active and potentizl insurgents still
remain.
Karens are largest single body of these.
are of Thai racial origin and number about 3 million.
Live mostly in Irrawaddy delta and hilly area
of eastern Burma.
For centuries were persecuted and made slaves
by Burmese,
Early 19th century Baptist wissionaries began
missionary work among Karens and now most their
leaders devout Baptists.
In last war, Kareus opposed entry of Japanese
when latter welcomed Ly most Burwmans.
¥Yhen Burma goi lndependence in 1948; a few
Karens supported the goversment bu§7?z;ained
sloofl and demanded separate state.
In 1949 proclaimed state of Kawthulay in east
Burma; new state proclaimed this week in Eawkareik

is probably satellite of Kawthulay.
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G. Kareng fine fighters; now have § - 7,000 men

in field. Use hit and rum tactics.
IXX. Earens always had big supply problem.

A. PFor while got along with weapons of EKaren army
ukits which rebelled, those received from 0SS
and those captured from Burmese.

B. lLast 2 years aided by Chinese Nationalists.
Rebuffed offers aid from Burmese Communists.

C. Evacuation éf Rationalists leaves them in bad
position. Several hundred Karens given up

recently and surrendered.
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B. There are several brards Communist rebels,

numbering in all 9 - 12,000. They now loosely

allied,. / e, en é«:r - Cvd? ST e T W
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C. Karen-Communist cooperatiof would not increase
total number of imsurgents but would greatly
strengthen Communist movement in Burma,

D. Communist strategy is to develop united front,
undermine country's econoay and force expensive .

military effort by government.
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v. Chinese Communists not been inactive in this situation.

A. Kachin and Shan 25X1

tribes living north of Xarens.
B. Together these two groups number over 1 1/2 million.
1. They too resent rule from Rangooun.

2., But only swall numbers so far rebelled.

25X1

YI. Danger is that Shans, Kachins and other smaller
tribes will league with Communists and Earens.
A&. Such a coalition probably couldn't take ovér
Burma by force.

B. But might create such chaos that Commies in

| ILLEGIB
Rangoondroula eventually be able assume power.

2

g ; s ' " Yt
e lenesanesd ‘”25 T / o A

vy b ¥ 8t gl ‘_':,g;} -
fﬁjg ﬁgu Lerfied tf{iw (”f ¢, g g ,;*f‘;f éﬂx" B )
L'

G;f

AR A 0

19449, dond Wtip v/«’“m 4:2” GrPel

oo s when F digam s

Ay « v e £
s o ) ST P g ) 2 -
’%{’E E g’f‘ i R Cle ST AR L £ (o wdm oo g ,*::f*

25X1

Approved For Release 2008/06/20 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000200050035-2



L% : . # ' T Tl
ok,

Approved For Release 2008/06/20 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000200050035-2

NSC BRIEFING 45 March 1934

THE KAREN INLURGENCY 1N.BURM$
I. Announcement new Karen étaté goints "
,bBﬁ:ma’d,gﬂntinued insecurity,
| VA.‘_Many insurgents aiill‘éctivé.b
B. Karens laEQQSt:grdugg
I, Kafens*of Théi origin; numbe: 3 mi}}ﬁ_;
4. Live in Irrawaddy delta ani
east Burma hills 
B. Lon%,persecuted.by Burmese .,
- C. - Many K#feb-ieadetSVBéytistﬁa
 D{ In‘contrast to Burmans, féught
Jaypanese.,
E. Most Karens dewmanded aufonomy
when Burma independeént.
F,. In 1949 proclaimed own state,
Kawthulay, in east Burﬁa. New
state probably satellite of

Kawthulay.
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G. Karens fipe fighters: 5%7,00Cv
in field. o |
IiI._ Karens have bigrsqpplyrprbblem;_
E;VVWeapons céme frd§4Kgrén ar¢y'
defectors, D3, captures. =
B. Last two years aided by Chiuﬁse-‘;.
| NétidnaliSts,‘rebefed Cémmﬁnigaf7 
aid offers. | e
C. BHurt by Nationaliét evacuatioﬁ;

some Karens recently surrendcrei.

1v.

. B. wveveral brands Coummunist rebels
total 9-12,000: loosely allicd.
. Karen cooperation would stren,then

Communist movement .
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:fD} Coamuniﬁt strategy, anited S

! iront undermina ecanomy,
‘ tte down g*overnment fcrces.
. . Y. thuese Commuuists busy e

B.  The tribes number over lwyﬁ o
;Fmillion, resent rule'ffnm
‘7fRangoon, but anly few,ha

rebel 1 eei | sré;z:éf oi‘ : 1a t;t er
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Vift ﬁnnger they and ather. trib@m ;g

Karen& ~and Commnnist&. i;:?:

AL Resulting coalitxun cauldn
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- But ensuing chaos might res.

in Communist zakéavar i
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i,,,CDmn:qn;;st;s ‘have front party
_there that stays clear of
' . dnsurgemts.

ese stayed above

Vlﬁ_”eroéndrwhen 1argest

" group Commies rebelled

Ao 1938,
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